MIDDLEV7I0H  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
YEAR  ENDED  31ST  DECEMBER,  1942. 


.  ■  pa  r.  .  . 

To  the  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Middlewich  Urban 

•  v*.  y-  j  .  •i"'  \  '}  +  *. 

Gentlemen, 


OF  g 


r 


BRARV 

fc  Council. 


FOR 


I  have  the  honour  of  placing  before  you  my  fourth 
Annual  Report,  being  a  report  on.  the  Health  of  your  Town  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1942.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  asked 
that  this  report  should  be  confined  to  essential  matters  affecting 
the  Public  Health  of  the  Town  during  the  year  1942* 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  . «  ..  . .  . .  .. 

Population  -  Registrar-General’s  latest  estimate 

of  population..  ..  .. 

.  ,  *  •  • 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942) 

Rateable  value  . .  . . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


1,956  acres, 


» • 


, .  6,254.  ' 

.  *  1  >  751  •'1 

..  £26,473. 

. .  £104.3.8d. 


The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of ’the 
year  relate  to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  by  the  Registrar-General. ■ . 


Live  Births 


Stillbirth! 


Deaths 


Total  M.  F.  ■  ... 

(Legitimate  .127  67  60  J Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

3  1)  the  estimated  .resident 


(Illegi timate 


(Legi timate 
(illegi timate 


4 

5 

6? 


popul at i on  '  . f  '  20 , 94 . 

4  l)Rate  per  i, 0Q0  total 
-  -) (live;  and  still) 

births  . .  *  ('•  36.76. 

'  1  t 

33  34  Death  'rate  per  1,000  of 

the';  estimated  resident 
population  10. 71. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Heaclings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar- 

General’s  Short  List):- 

De.aths  Rate  pe,r  1,000  total 
'  •  (live  and  -still)  births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  1  7*35 

No.  30  Other  puerperal  cause s  - 

Total  1  . ,  7.35 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: - 
All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births  • .  . .  . .  . . 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
'  live  births  ..  ••  •• 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  •• 

”  Measles  (all  ages) 

"  "  TfooepinQ.  Cough  (all  ages) 

"  "  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


...  53.43. 

..  47*24. 

..  250.0. 
..  7. 

*  *  1  * 

•  • 

•  • 


2 


.  M:'y  .  .  . i . . 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  -  1942'. 

(Taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Tables). 


•  ”  ■  j 1  ■ 

M. 

F. 

Total . 

1* 

Typhoid  &  Paratyphoid 

- 

- 

- 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

mm 

- 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Diphtheria 

- 

6, 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System 

2 

1 

3' 

?. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

- 

- 

,  - 

9. 

Influenza! 

- 

■ 

- 

10. 

Measles 

- 

1 

1 

11. 

Ac : polio -myel :  &  polio-enceph: 

- 

- 

- 

12. 

Ac:  inf:  enceph: 

- 

- 

- 

13. 

Cancer  of  b:cav:  &  oesaph:  (m) 

• 

*•  •  • 

uterus  (F). 

1 

mm 

1 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach,  or  duodenum 

2 

- 

2  ’ 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

m* 

1 

I 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

3 

?  r  . 

3 

1?. 

Diabetes 

1 

xd  * 

1 

18. 

Intra-cran:  vase:  lesions 

1 

5 

6 

19. 

Heart  Diseases  ' 

8 

10 

18 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

Sydtem 

I 

2 

3  i;S 

21. 

Bronchi  ti  s 

1 

1 

2 

22. 

'Pneumonia 

3 

1  * 

4 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

mm 

1 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

mm 

mm 

- 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

- 

rnm 

- 

26. 

Appendicitis 

- 

«. 

- 

27, 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

mm 

1 

1 

28, 

Nephritis 

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Puerperal  &  post-abort:  sepsis 

- 

1 

1 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

- 

■  -■ 

- 

,  31. 

Premature  Birth 

~ 

3 

3 

32, 

Congenital  Debility  & 

Mai forma ti on a 

• 

1 

1 

33. 

Suicide 

- 

- 

- 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

mm 

2 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

- 

’  1 

36. 

All  other  causes 

4 . 

4 

8 

Totals 

22— 

34 

ZM 

SECTION  B. 

-  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 

The  only  new  provisions  to  report  upon  were  the  setting  up 
of  a  Cleansing  Centre  in  February,  1942,  at  the  Government  approved 
Evacuation  Sick  Bay  at  "The  Limes”,  Middlewich,  and  the  provision 
of  transport  for  the  disinfestation  at  the  lofcal  Isolation 
Hospital  of  clothing  and  bedding  in  connection  with  the  working 
of  the  Scabies  Order.  During  the  year  this  Centre  has  been  very 
active  in  dealing  with  cases  of  Scabies  and  Lice  infestation 
amongst  the  Middlewich  Urban  adult  females  and  children  and  in 
addition  has  treated  patients  from  adjoining  areas,  namely, 
Northwich  Rural  District  and  Congl'^ton  Rural  District.  Adult 
males  suffering  from  Scabies  have  been  treated  at  the  Winsford 
Urban  First  Aid  Post,  Jfohn  '  Street ,  'Winsford,  under 'arrangements 
made  with  the  Urban  Council.  Details  of  the  Middlewich  patients 
who  have  been  dealt  with  during  1942  under  the  Scabies  Order  are 
given  in  Section  F.  "  ’  •  .*  '  '  '  ' 


3. 


SECTION  0.  -  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  -  The  satisfactory  quality  of  the  water  supply  has  been 
maintained  and  the  Analyst’s  report  on  one  sample  reads: - 
"A  wholesome  and  potable  sterile  water  of  a  very  high  degree 
of  organic  purity".  The  chlorination  plant  provided  in 
accordance  v/ith  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
1941  has  been  in  regular  use. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  -  There  is  no  change  to 
report  under  t hi a heading. 

Closet  Accommodation  -  There  is  no  change  to  report  under  this 

heading. 

Public  Cl c an s j . n g  -  The  routine  work  of  refuse  collection  and 
disposal  and  the  cleansing  of  pail  closets  etc.  proceeded 
satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA . 


Statement  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices  issued. 


Nature  of  Inspections 

Number 

lumber  of  Notices  j 
Served 

Results  of  Serviced 
of  Notices 

made 

•  # 

...  .  j 

Statutory 

i 

j 

j 

Informal; 

Notice 
complied 
wi  th 

Remaining 
in  hand 

1.  Dwelling  Houses 

10 

10 

- 

£•  Tents,  Vans  &  Sheds 

5 

- 

5 

5' 

— 

3*  Courts,  Yards  and 
Passages 

10 

2 

2 

— 

4.  Sanitary  Conveniences 

1,140 

- 

22 

22 

— 

5.  Ashbins,  Ashpits  & 
Disposal. 

935 

mm. 

18 

18 

6.  House  Drainage 

’  18 

- 

2 

2 

— 

7 .  Ditches  &  Watercourses 

23 

4 

4 

— 

8.  Keeping  of  Animals' 

6.0 

-10 

10 

— 

9»  Slaughterhouses 

25 

■mm 

— 

— 

*10,  Inspection  of  Pood 

520 

22 

22 

— 

11.  Piggeries 

60 

10 

10 

— 

12.  Dairies  &  Milkshops 

85 

- 

6 

6 

i 

13 •  Factories  &  Workshops 

70 

mm 

| 

— 

mm 

14.  Bakehouses 

115 

— 

3 

3 

i 

15 •  Offensive  Trades 

80 

2 

2 

!  I 

16.  Overcrowding 

1 

1 62 

-  m 

— 

— 

17.  Infectious  Diseases 

r  • 

mm 

— 

TOTALS 

I  37484' " 

- 

116 

11 6 

— 

j.  viu.  rijj  xii  ux  xj'-'  a.  vii  * 

Premises 

No.  of 
inspections 

N  o .  of 

written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted] 

.  | 

Factories  with  mechanical 

•  1 

power 

Factories  without  mechanical 

10 

' 

•  i 

!  ,  power 

30 

mm 

j 

bther  premises 

30 

~  -  i 

Totals 

70 

L 

-*• 

All  factories  were  kept  free  of  nuisance,  emergency  exits  kept 
clear;  all  factories  and  workshops  use  the  Town's  water  for 
drinking  and  washing  purposes. 


SECTION  D.  -  HOUSING. 

Only  the  most  urgent  repairs  have  been  required  in  view  of 
the  difficulty  in  getting  this  work  done. 


4. 


SECTION  E.  -  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

(a)  Milk  Supply  -  During  the  year  9  samples  of  milk  being  retailed 
in  the  Urban  area  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Manchester,  for  bacteriological  tests  for  cleanliness  with  the 
following  results:- 


1.  sample  of  ungraded  milk  . .'  . . 

1  11  "  pasteurised  milk*. 

2  samples  M  ungraded  School  milk  .. 

1  sample  "  milk  obtained  from  an 

accredited  producer  .. 

4  samples  "  Depot  bulked  milk  which 
had  been  submitted  to  an 
unofficial  form  of  heat 
treatment  . 


. .  satisfactory. 

. .  satisfactory. 

. .  both  unsatisfactory. 

. .  unsatisfac tory. 


mostly  unsatisfactory 


Steps  to  secure  a  cleaner  supply  were  taken  in  those  cases  where 
adverse  reports  were  received.  At  the  time  of  writing  in  1943 t 
it  is  of  interest  to  report  that  the  Milk  Depot  referred  to  above 
ie  now  installing  an  officially  approved  Pasteurisation  plant. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  Foods  -  No  slaughtering  of  animals  has  taken 
place  in  the  area.  Supervision  has  been  maintained  on  retailers 
and  only  in  a  few  instances  has  it  been  necessary  for  food  to 
be  destroyed 

SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. . 

(l)  Apart  from  the  rather  high  prevalence  of  Measles  during  the  ' 
months  of  February  and  March  the  year  passed  off  satisfactorily  * 
so  far  as  Infectious  Diseases  were  concerned.  None  of  the  3 
cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year  had  received 
protective  treatment. 


Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  (o t her  than  Tuberculosis) , 

during  the  year  1942. 


i 

Disease 

L  -  - . . 

Total 

Gases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

i 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

- 

[Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

13 

2 

4 

•Erysipelas 

3 

1 

— 

Measles 

96 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

— . 

Specimens  submitted  for  Bacteriological 


Examination. 

I - 

Examined  for 

j  i 

Number  !  Result 

1 

submitted  Positive i Negative! 

Diphtheria  Bacilli 

56  j  4  j  4* 

fo the r  Organisms 

3  1  -  -  1  3  1 

(2)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNI SATI ON . 

The  Scheme  which  was  commenced  in  1941  jointly  with  the  other 
three  Mid-Cheshire  Local  Authorities  was  continued  and  by  the 
end  of  the  year  1942  the  total  number  of  children  known  to  have 
had  protective  treatment  in  the  Middlewich  Urban  District  was 
1>  1.6.9*  The  actual  percentages  of  protected  children  by  the 


end  of  the  year  1942  were:- 


under  5  years  44*  5$. 

between  5-15  years  84*5/6* 

All  available  means  have  been  taken  to  try  to  raise  the  under 
five  percentage  by  film  publicity;  by  individual  letters  to  parents 
of  infants  as  and  when  they  reach  the  age  of  one;  by  the 
distribution  of  leaflets  to  employees  of  the  larger  factories 
locally  and  by  repeated  visits  to  the  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
etc.  but  it  has  proved  difficult  to  get  the  parents  of  pre-school 
children  to  come  forward  in  the  same  satisfactory  way  that  the 
school  children  have  joined  in  the  Scheme. 

(3)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and 
deaths  from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


TUB  ERC  UL  0  SI S. 

Hew  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1942. 


i 

< 

Age  Periods 

i 

1 

t 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Re  spiratory 

Non-Re spir¬ 
atory 

Respiratory! 

.  j 

Non -Re  spir-, 
ator.y 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  i 

F.  1 

|  Under  1  year 

2 

- 

i 

|  1  -  5  years 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

j 

i 

— 

!  5  -  15  " 

• 

: 

4 

- 

1 

15  -  25  " 

• 

3 

1.  ! 

- 

1 

mm 

3 

1 

125  “  35  " 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

35  -  45  " 

A 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

145  -  55  " 

?■» 

- 

1 

- 

— 

*** 

155  -  65  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

165  and  upwards 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

r  Totals 

— L- 

.  .A- 

2 

1 

- 

Number  of  patients  on  register  at  31st  December,  1941  ~  46. 

Number  of  patients  on  register  at  31st  December,  1942  -  50* 

(4)  SCABIES  AND  VERMINOUS  INFESTATION. 

Here  again  arrangements  were  made  jointly  with  the  other 
three  Mid-Cheshire  Local  Authorities  and  of  the  5  Cleansing  Centres 
set  up  in  the  joint  area,  1  was  sited  at  the  Government  Evacuation- 
Sick  Bay  at  Middlewich  and  dealt  with  Middlewich  Urban  adult 
females  and  children  suffering  from  Scabies.  Adult  males  were 
■treated  at  the  Winsford  Urban  First  Aid  Post.  During  the. course 
of  the  year  159  Middlewich  Urban  cases  of  vermin  infestation. of 
all  ages  and  sexes  -  153  cases  of  Scabies  and  6,  cases  of  Pediculosi" 
-  were  dealt  with  and  their  personal  clothing,  bedding,  etc. 
removed  for  disinfestation.  .. 

At  the  time  of  writing  in  1943  it  is  satisfying  oo  recoru  that 
all  the  efforts  made  to  combat  the  spread  of  vermin  infestation 
during  1942  in  the  Middlewich  Urban  District  are  now  showing 
gratifying  results' and  the  incidence  of  Scabies  appears  much  reducedo 

The  practice  of  home  disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
(including  Tuberculosis)  and  the  eradication  of  vermin  was 
continued  during  tine  year.  All  the  Schools  were  disinfected  at 
least  once  during  the  year  and  22  houses  were  disinfested  for 
the  purpose  of  eradicating  vermin. 


I  would  like  to  say  in  closing  this  report  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of  the 
Council  and  Officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters 
which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.  ,  M.R.C.S.  ,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

September,  1943* 


t 


*> 


* 


t 


